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UPGRADE OF OVAL FACILITIES  
NEARS  COMPLETION 

 

We are very pleased to announce that Stage 3 of 
the oval upgrade is nearing completion with the 
cutting in of the drainage slits and the placement of 
brand new goal posts. 
 

These improvements have transformed the oval  to 
rival that of any major sporting facility in the area. 
 

Naturally our students are thrilled and proud of their 
newly refurbished outdoor area and are making 
great use of the additional seating and shelters that 
have been strategically positioned around the 
grounds. 
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LOOKING FORWARD 

Term 4 2015 

Week 5A 
Saturday 
Sunday 
Monday 

31 October 
  1 November   
  2 November 

THE GREAT PENNO RENO IV (Saturday and Sunday) 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Qualifying Hike (Sunday and Monday) 
HSC Written Examinations (All week) 

Week 6B 

Monday 
Monday 
Monday 
 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 

  9 November 
  9 November 
  9 November 
 
  9 November 
10 November 
11 November 

HSC Written Examinations (All week) 
Year 12 Work Placement - Hospitality (All week) 
Modern History WW1 Source Analysis Program -  
Macquarie University (All week) 
Year 8 VALID Actual Test 
CB2 Orientation Day Rehearsal with Year 7, 2016 
Meet the Music Concert at Sydney Opera House 

Week 7A 

Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 

16 November 
17 November 
18 November 
18 November 
18 November 
19 November 

Year 11 All my Own Work Seminar (Monday to Thursday) 
Year 10 Crossroads - Domestic Violence Seminar 
School Spectacular Rehearsal 
Combined Choir - Secondary Choir Rehearsal 
Drama Festival 7.00pm - 9.00pm 
Peer Support Training (Thursday and Friday) 

Week 8B 

Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Friday 

23 November 
24 November 
25 November 
25 November 
26 November 
26 November 
27 November 
27 November 

Year 10 Crossroads - Vision Valley (Monday-Wednesday) 
P&C Meeting followed by AGM 
School Spectacular Rehearsal (Wednesday - Friday) 
Final Choir Rehearsal 
Combined Choir Finale Rehearsal and Full Dress Rehearsal 
Year 10 My Future Program (Thursday and Friday) 
Combined Choir Preview and Evening Performances 
SES Cadet Program 

ASSESSMENT TASKS FOR YEAR 11 - Term 4 2015 

Week 5A 

Monday 
Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Friday 

  2 November 
  3 November 
  3 November 
  3 November 
  4 November 
  6 November 

Music 1: Assessment Task 
Business Studies: Operations Business Report 
Music: In-class Presentation Topic 1 Research and Presentation 
Music 2: Elective/Performance Composition/Musicology 
Industrial Technology: Hand In Design and Planning 
Japanese Continuers and Beginners: Speaking Assessment 

Week 7A 

Monday 
Tuesday 
 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 

16 November 
17 November 
 
17 November 
18 November 
18 November 

Ancient History: Core Study Source Analysis 
Information Processes and Technology: Major Project 1 - 
Feasibility Study 
Food Technology: In-class and Hand In Report /Practical Exam 
Biology: OEI Hand In and Class 
Food Technology: Practical Exam 

Week 8B 

Monday 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 

23 November 
23 November 
24 November 
24 November 
25 November 
25 November 

PDHPE: Core 2 Research Report 
Mathematics General 1: Assignment 
Society and Culture: Social and Cultural Continuity and Change 
Economics: The Global Economy In-class and Hand In Report 
Geography: Ecosystems at Risk Extended Response 
Hospitality: Task D Practicals 

    
 

 

óPENNOô PRAYER MEETING 
 

Mums, Dads and Grandparents, come and join 

us as we pray for óPennoô staff and students. 
 

2nd and 4th Friday of each month during term 

from 8.45am to 9.15am 
 

Please meet at Public Reception. 

Enquiries: Kim Allan on 0410 548 350. 

 

Itõs here é this weekend 

Great Penno Reno IV  
 

Saturday 31 October and  

Sunday 1 November  
 

Come and join other parents, students and staff 

and help make a difference to our school.  
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PRINCIPALôS REPORT 

 

Funding for Our School 
In 2012, the NSW Government 
announced its Local Schools, Local 
Decisions (LSLD) reform for NSW 
public schools. This reform gives 
principals and school communities a 
greater say over how they use the 

available resources to best meet the needs of their 
students. 
 

To enable the shift of resources to the school level, 
a Resource Allocation Model (RAM) has been 
developed. The RAM provides a simpler, fairer and 
more transparent distribution of government school 
funding and changes the way resources are 
managed in our school system. 
 

On 21 October 2015, the NSW Premier, the Hon 
Mike Baird MP and the Minister for Education, the 
Hon Adrian Piccoli, announced the next phase of 
the RAM implementation. In 2016, $113 million in 
additional funding has been allocated to NSW public 
schools through the RAM. These additional funds 
have been allocated in a way consistent with the 
recommendations of the Gonski Review.  
 

In 2016, NSW public schools will receive a base 
allocation for staff professional learning and funding 
for each student using a new methodology. Schools 
will continue to receive equity loadings for socio-
economic background, Aboriginal background, English 
language proficiency and low level adjustment for 
disability. Our school will receive RAM equity funding 
to support our students with additional learning 
needs in 2016 and in the new base allocation. 
 

The school Executive team will work with our school 
community to determine the best ways to use these 
resources to support student learning. 
 

Additional Facilities  
I am delighted that the installation of extra seating, 
picnic style tables and shelters, drainage to the 
school oval and new goal posts has now been 
completed. Our students deserve the best possible 
facilities, and already they are showing that they are 
very appreciative of these additions to our school. 
The funding for these improvements came from a 
Community Partnerships Grant from the NSW 
Government and extra funds from our P&C and the 
school. 
 

Sport and Physical Activity Policy  
The Departmentôs policy was revised in 2015. One 
of the major changes was an increase in time from 
120 minutes to 150 minutes per week that students 
from K-10 are to spend on planned physical activity. 
Our schoolôs existing sport and physical activity 
program meets this new requirement without the 
need for adjustment.  The policy also states that schools 
are encouraged to provide Year 11 and Year 12 

students with weekly access to a minimum of 150 
minutes of moderate with some vigorous physical 
activity and sport. It is clear that most of our senior 
students value the opportunities provided at our 
school to engage in sport through our comprehensive 
sport program. I have included an information sheet 
from the Department of Education (see below) 
which outlines the benefits of students participating 
in regular physical activity. 
 

Geoff Wing 
Principal 

 

P&C Meeting Dates for 2015 
 

24 November (followed by AGM) 
 

7.30pm in the School Library 
 

All parents and caregivers are most welcome to 
attend these meetings, which provide the wider 
school community with a forum for discussion as 
we work together with staff to sustain and further 
develop the best possible learning environment for 
our students. 
 

The discussions are complemented by presentations 
from staff, focussing on various aspects of education 
and, in particular, what is on offer at Pennant Hills 
High School. 



 

tÁäÙ п   ǿǿǿΦǇŜƴƴŀƴǘƘƛƭ-ƘΦǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦƴǎǿΦŜŘǳΦŀǳ          ϪtŜƴƴŀƴǘIƛƭƭǎI{         tŜƴƴŀƴǘ Iƛƭƭǎ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

NEWS FROM ENGLISH 
 

I am delighted to be writing my first article for 
Jumbunna on behalf of the Pennant Hills High 
School English faculty. It is an exciting and busy time 
to be joining the school, as our Year 12 class of 2015 
complete their exams, and the Year 11 class of 2016 
begin their HSC course. 
 

Year 12, 2015 
This year, saw the first Higher School Certificate 
English paper testing students on the new Area of 
Study - Discovery. This is a common paper sat by 
students completing either the Advanced or Standard 
English courses. The paper tests studentsô conceptual 
knowledge and their ability to apply it to a range of 
analytical and creative tasks. 
 

Students had to tackle a complex essay question 
asking them to analyse how discovery involves 
uncovering what is hidden and reconsidering what is 
known. The creative writing question required students 
to explore the unexpected impact of discovery. 
Students had to prepare for this paper without the 
advantage of having past HSC papers on the topic 
available, but with the help of their fantastic teachers 
in the English faculty, the students emerged from 
their opening examination quietly confident that they 
were able to successfully answer all the questions. 
 

Of course, all Year 12 had to come back the next 
day and complete the second English paper, but 
once again, our students were up to the challenge 
and the general sentiment was that the paper was 
tough but fair. 
 

I would like to thank Year 12 for all the hard work 
they put in, and also acknowledge the remarkable 
efforts of our teachers who tirelessly assisted students 
throughout their senior years. The willingness of the 
English staff to spend countless hours advising 
students and giving feedback on their practice 
papers is a tremendous credit to their professionalism 
and care for our students. 
 

Year 7-11 Examinations 
The other year groups are currently preparing for 
their own examinations. As well as regular revision 
of course content, research suggests that for students 
to maximise their potential in English,  they commit 
themselves to regularly reading books in areas of 
their own interest. With this in mind, I would like to 
encourage students to make wide reading part of 
their regular routine at home. Finding the right book 
to read is essential and fortunately there are many 
great titles around to suit everyoneôs taste. 
 

To assist in this process, I would like to pass on a 
short list of books recommended by teachers in the 
English faculty for students to consider: 
 

 
1. The Knife of Never Letting Go by Patrick Ness; 
2. The Fault in Our Stars by John Green; 
3. The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen 
Chbosky; 

4. Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman; 
5. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee; 
6. The Kite Runner by Khalid Hosseini; 
7. Life of Pi by Yann Martel; 
8. Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier; 
9. Northern Lights by Philip Pullman; and 
10. Ice Station by Matthew Reilly 

 
As an anonymous writer for Fortune magazine once 
wrote, óSome people will lie, cheat, steal and back-
stab to get ahead... and to think, all they have to do 
is READ.ô 
 

Richard Williams 
Head Teacher English 

CB1 AT THE OPERA HOUSE 
 

Last night, Concert Band 1, under the direction of 
John Buckley, performed in the Festival of Choral 
Music at the Sydney Opera House. The band played 
Handel in the Strand by Percy Granger. 
 

The performance was received with great enthusiasm 
from the audience. Members of CB1 thoroughly 
enjoyed the opportunity to play at such a fantastic 
venue. Thank you to the supervising teachers and 
congratulations CB1 for a wonderful performance. 
 

Alexander Healey 
Band Prefect 


