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formally as a Year Adviser and informally in her 
role as manager of the school’s student-operated 
Links Café. During her thirteen years of loyal 
service, Mrs Christensen has earned the respect of 
the entire school community for her dedication to 
the success of Pennant Hills High School, and truly 
exemplifies the principle of ‘Do it once, do it well.’ 
 
Mr Raper has held the position of teacher, Special 
Education at Pennant Hills High School since 
2002. During this time he has demonstrated 
wholehearted commitment to improving the school 
experience for all students. Mr Raper is an 
exceptionally caring and involved teacher and 
mentor, who works very hard to ensure that 
students are secure, happy and engaged in 
meaningful and enjoyable learning experiences. 
He has made many significant contributions to the 
school, involving many hours of his extra work in 
the organisation and execution of programs such 
as large-scale working bees, operating camps and 
excursions and coaching sport teams. Mr Raper is 
the first to volunteer his services to help others, 
and his efforts have earned him enormous respect 
and admiration from students, parents and staff. 
Mr Raper takes great pride in doing a job well and 
is a worthy recipient of this award. 

 
We applaud these two teachers who exemplify the 
level of commitment and care shown by staff in all 
areas of Pennant Hills High School. 

 

PROUD TO SERVE 
 
Congratulations to two of our teaching staff who 
have been recognised with Pride of Workmanship 
Awards, presented by the Rotary Club of Pennant 
Hills on Tuesday 14 May 2013. Mr Christopher Raper 
and Mrs Jennifer Christensen received their plaques 
at the Annual Awards Dinner held to honour the 10 
dedicated employees and community volunteers 
from across the district who were nominated by 
their managers to receive this prestigious award. 
With the motto of ‘Do it once, do it well,’ the Pride 
of Workmanship Awards seek to recognise people 
who show an exceptional level of pride in their 
work, demonstrated by a commitment to quality 
results first time, every time. 
 
Following are excerpts from the citations submitted 
by Mr Wing when nominating Mrs Christensen and 
Mr Raper for Pride of Workmanship Awards. 
 
Mrs Christensen is an enthusiastic and highly 
capable teacher and educational administrator, 
who works tirelessly to engage students in the 
study of Mathematics and to help them achieve at 
high levels. She is committed to the corporate life 
of the school and demonstrates this commitment 
through her work on the challenging and complex 
task of producing the school timetable. Mrs 
Christensen places strong emphasis on student 
wellbeing and has mentored many students 

L-R: The Hon Matt Kean MP, Member for Hornsby (Keynote Speaker); 

Chris Raper (Awardee); Geoff Wing; Jennie Christensen (Awardee); 
Peter Wilson, President of the Rotary Club of Pennant Hills. 
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FUTURE DATES   

Term 2 2013    

WEEK 5B 

Sunday 
Sunday 
Monday 
Monday 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Thursday 
Thursday 
Friday 

26 May 
26 May 
27 May 
27 May 
27 May 
28 May 
28 May 
30 May 
30 May 
31 May 

Bands at Pennant Hills Public School Fete 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Bronze Practice Hike 
Concert Band 1 at Sydney Eisteddfod 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Bronze Practice Hike 
Hospitality Work Placement—ALL WEEK 
P&C Meeting 
U15 Knockout Soccer Bill Turner Cup 
Year 12 SMH Careers Expo 
Social Inclusion Launch Excursion 
Stage 5 Geography Fieldwork 

WEEK 6A 

Monday 
Monday 
Monday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 

  3 June 
  3 June 
  3 June 
  5 June 
  5 June 
  6 June 

Hospitality Work Placement—ALL WEEK 
Drama Festival 
Indigenous Performance 
Year 7 History Roman Festival 
Zone Athletics Carnival 
Year 11 CAFS Fieldwork (in class) 

WEEK 7B 

Monday 
Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Friday 
Friday 
Friday 

10 June 
11 June 
11 June 
12 June 
12 June 
13 June 
14 June 
14 June 
14 June 
14 June 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY—QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY 

Year 11 CAFS Fieldwork (in class) 
Concert Band 1 at Yamaha Festival 
Concert Band 2 at Yamaha Festival 
U15 Knockout AFL—Round 1 
Regional Cross Country Carnival 
HSC History Study Day 
Drama Incursion 
RoboCup Workshop 
Stolen Workshop 

WEEK 8A 
Friday 
Friday 

21 June 
21 June 

Drama Festival 
U15 Knockout AFL—Round 2 

WEEK 9B 

Monday 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Friday 

24 June 
24 June 
25 June 
25 June 
28 June 

Drama Festival—ALL WEEK 
Subject Selection Evening in the MPC 
Chemistry Excursion to Sydney University 
P&C Meeting 
LAST DAY OF TERM 

VACATION 

Term 3 2013    

WEEK 1A 

Monday 
Tuesday 
Friday 
Friday 

15 July 
16 July 
19 July 
19 July 

School Development Day 
ALL STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL 

Science Challenge 
CHS Cross Country Carnival 

WEEK 2B 

Sunday 
Sunday 
Monday 
Monday 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Friday 

21 July 
21 July 
22 July 
22 July 
22 July 
23 July 
23 July 
23 July 
26 July 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Bronze Qualifying Hike 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Silver Practice Hike 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Bronze Qualifying Hike 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Silver Practice Hike 
Sydney North Athletics Carnival—Day 1 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Silver Practice Hike 
Sydney North Athletics Carnival—Day 2 
P&C Meeting 
MUFTI DAY—Jeans for Genes Fundraiser 
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Penno Prayer Meeting 
 

Mums, dads and grandparents, 
please come and join us as we pray for 

‘Penno’ staff and students. 
 
 

1st and 3rd Friday of each month 
during term 

8.45am–9.15am 
 

Please meet at Public Reception. 
 

Enquiries: Kim Allan on 0410 548 350. 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the whole 
community for the warm welcome 
and to express my sheer pleasure 
and satisfaction at gaining the 
position of Deputy Principal at 
such a sought after and highly 
successful high school. My first 
impressions of the school from 
the ‘inside’ have confirmed my 
view that I have made the right 

choice. The school is extremely well run with a 
caring, efficient and knowledgeable staff and an 
enthusiastic student body keen to do their best and 
support each other in maintaining Pennant Hills 
High School’s reputation as a great place to be 
and learn. 
 
My personal beliefs are that schools are places 
that provide the atmosphere to allow all students to 
display their talent and to feel the ‘glow’ of success 
in some endeavour. To this end, schools need to 
provide a broad range of experiences and provide 
multiple avenues to showcase their success. An 
engaged student is a happy one, leading to more 
success. I also recognise that the core of a school’s 
business is teaching and learning, with teacher 
skill and student participation essential ingredients 
of success. An education, good or bad, stays for a 
life time. 
 
I look forward to interacting with the whole school 
community and doing my best to see that Pennant 
Hills High School continues to perform at the highest 
level and remains at the centre of the community 
delivering educational outcomes of great benefit to 
the individual and the community. 
 
Brendan O’Byrne 
Deputy Principal 
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
 

Past Pennant Hills High School student James 
Lawrence recently represented Australia in the Sixth 
World Down Syndrome Swimming Championships, 
held in Loano, Italy. James is pictured below with 
his brother Brandon, also a past student of Pennant 
Hills High School and a very proud supporter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a student, James represented our school with 
distinction at many levels, and it is our great pleasure 
to congratulate him on this latest achievement on 
the world swimming stage. 
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SCIENCE FACULTY AWARDS 
 

Congratulations to the following students who have 
been awarded certificates for their achievement, 
effort and positive attitude towards Science. 
 

Year 7 
Alison 

Excellent attitude and dedicated effort 
Johann 

Excellent attitude and dedicated effort 
Joshua 

Outstanding effort and attitude 
Tim 

Excellent attitude 
Keiran 

Excellent effort and attitude 
Ladean 

Outstanding effort 
 

Year 8 
Christopher 

Excellent and consistent effort and attitude 
Jessica 

Excellent and consistent effort and great attitude 
Jessica 

Excellent and consistent effort and great attitude 
Harrison 

Outstanding attitude, good effort and class prac work 
Max 

Outstanding effort and attitude 
Carmen 

Excellent attitude, great effort and achievement 
 

Year 9 
William 

Excellent attitude and consistent effort 
Erkshan 

Excellent attitude and consistent effort 
Matthew 

Perseverance and excellent attitude 
Connor 

Excellent effort and attitude 
Hannah 

Excellent attitude towards learning 
Bryan 

Excellent attitude and consistent effort 
 

Phil Scandizzo, Head Teacher Science 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM 

 
The Special Education Faculty has begun its Term 2 
Work Experience program. Students from Years 9–12 
will participate in a variety of work settings in the local 
community. This year sees another nine students 
participate in the program for the very first time. 
 
Two of our Year 9 students are completing their first 
work placement at Sunshine Mail Plus, Normanhurst. 
Sunshine is a not-for-profit organisation that is 
committed to creating possibilities for people to 
live, grow and develop their best life.  

Sunshine was set up in 1924 and is a respected 
provider of accommodation, employment, transition to 
work, respite and community participation programs. 
 
Other students participating in the work crew 
program will complete placements at K-Mart, North 
Rocks and Coles, West Pennant Hills. 
 
Jeff Minton 
Head Teacher Special Education 

Workmates—Andrew and Jeffrey 

Northern Sydney Region 
Student Services 

Parent Forum 
All parents of students accessing Northern Sydney 
Region Student Service Programs are invited to 
attend the seminar on Friday 21 June 2013 
(10.00am—12.00 noon) at Lindfield East Public 
School. Guest speaker, Barbara Lewis, will 
present suggestions for parents and carers on 
how to decrease their anxiety by working effectively 
in partnership with their schools. For catering 
purposes, RSVP to Kate McCosker on 9987 3900 
or kate.mccosker@det.nsw.edu.au 
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TECHNOLOGY IN INDUSTRIAL ARTS 
 

Year 7 students are hard at work in our woodwork 
and metalwork workshops, making tea light trays, pot 
plant brackets, pencil boxes and display cabinets. 

UNIFORM ITEMS FOR SALE 
 
Parents and caregivers are reminded that most school 
uniform items are sold at two local shops: Cherryhills 
(Pennant Hills) and Ragamuffins (Westleigh). 
 
Sports Shorts and Track Suits 

Additionally, new (unused) school sports shorts 
and sports track suits are sold through the office 
at Student Reception. Sports shorts are available 
in a limited size range, while track suit jackets and 
lined track suit pants are available in S, M, L and XL. 
 
Second-hand Uniform Items 

Used uniform items are available from the uniform 
shop which operates out of the school’s print 
room. Currently the uniform shop has stocks of 
knitted school jumpers, boys’ grey pants and boys’ 
and girls’ long sleeved shirts, all in a range of 
sizes. As the stock of used uniform items is 
constantly changing, you are advised to phone the 
uniform shop to check what is available before 
coming in to purchase these items. 

Students also access the computer room to draw 
up their projects and complete a range of project 
based learning literacy tasks. 

Mark Tyler 
Deputy Principal (Relieving) 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES AND CONTACTS 

COMING EVENTS 

Cancer Council Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea—Saturday 25 May 2013, 9.00am—1.00pm 
Epping Baptist Church—Gold coin entry for tea and coffee. Enquiries: Katy Houze—0412 592 397 

Pennant Hills Public School FETE—Sunday 26 May 2013 from 10.00am—3.00pm at the Infants Site (Trebor Rd) 
Toys, café, rides, kids’ craft corner, cakes, games, plants, lollies, white elephant …. the fete will be on rain, hail or shine. 

FREE Skateboarding Workshops - sponsored by Hornsby Shire Council and Skateboarding Australia 
10.00am till midday at various locations on the following Sundays: 26/5/13 and 23/6/13. 
Registration on the day (parent or guardian to sign for under 18s). All participants must wear a helmet. 
Information, including locations: www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au or phone Kim Harris on 9847 6531. 

Hills Shire Council FREE Parent Seminar—Cyberbullying and Your Child. At Baulkham Hills Library. 
Monday 29 May 2013. 10.30am—11.30am. Bookings: http://cyberbullyingandyourchild.eventbrite.com.au 

Murray Farm Public School Cracker Carnival—Saturday 1 June 2013 from 2.00pm—8.00pm (fireworks at 7.45pm) 
Murray Farm Public School, Tracey Avenue Carlingford. www.murrayfarm-p.schools.nsw.edu.au 

Mission Australia FREE Parent/Carer Evenings—Living with Teenagers: 7.00pm—8.30pm 
Safe Partying - 7/6 at Hornsby. Cyber Strategies - 30/7 at Galston. Bullying Strategies - 31/7 at Hornsby. 
Adolescent Mental Health - 28/8 at Hornsby. 
Bookings Essential: Contact Mission Australia on 9482 1366 during business hours for information or bookings. 

Watoto Children’s Choir FREE Performance—Abbotsleigh—Tuesday 11 June 2013 
A ‘Love Offering’ will be collected at the end of the night. http://www.watoto.com/home 

STUDENT SERVICES - Northern Sydney Region Disability Programs PARENT FORUM - Dates for 2013 
Meeting dates for remainder of 2013 will be: Term 2 - Friday 21 June; Term 3 - Friday 13 September. 
Bookings: Leanne Mulligan—9987 3900 or Leanne.mulligan@det.nsw.edu.au. Information: Kate McCosker—9987 3919. 

Ku-ring-gai Council Parent Forums - Understanding your Teenager 
Supporting Young People with Disabilities - 24/6. Communicating with your Teenager - 5/8. Internet Safety 101 - 14/10. 
Bookings Essential: youth@kmc.nsw.gov.au or 9424 0837. Information: www.kyds.org.au or 9416 9824.  

We’ve Got the Beat—Sydney North Region Scouts and Guides Gang Show at Asquith Boy High School Theatre 
28/6—8.00pm; 29/6—2.00pm and 8.00pm; 30/6—3.00pm; 3/7—8.00pm; 5/7—8.00pm; 6/7—2.00pm and 8.000pm. 
Tickets: $21 Adults; $11 Under 16; $16 Concession; $55 Family (2 adults + 2 children) 
Bookings: Contact Errol on 9481 0937 or visit www.gangshow.com 

Careflight’s Woodford to Glenbrook Classic—25 km run or cycle—Sunday 30 June 2013—www.careflight.org 

Vision Valley Holiday Camps—Overnight and day camps during the July school holidays. 
For information and bookings: www.wesleyvisionvalley.org.au or 1800 043 344 

STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAMS 
LATTITUDE AUSTRALIA - volunteering and gap year placements for U/25s - www.lattitude.org.au OR (03) 9826 6266 

Student Exchange Australia New Zealand - www.studentexchange.org.au or 9997 0700. 

Southern Cross Cultural Exchange - www.scce.com.au or 1800 500 501 - Next Info Session: 18 June at 7.00pm 

World Education Program Australia (WEP) - www.wep.org.au or 1300 884 733  

Australian Institute of International Understanding (AIIU) - www.aiiu.om.au or 1800 174 407 - program costs apply. 

Lions Youth Exchange Program - for 17-21 year olds - www.lionsclubs.org.au/ye 

STS Student Exchange - www.sts-education.com.au or 1800 263 964 

RECREATION AND SPORTING GROUPS 

Dural Sport and Leisure Centre (A ministry of Dural Baptist Church) - www.dslc.com.au or phone 9651 2777 

Hills Hawks Softball - All ages 4-adult welcome - www.hillshawks.softball.org.au or phone Hazel - 0414 474 461 

Interested in Playing Cricket? Find out more at playcricket.com.au 

Pennant Hills Cherrybrook Rugby League Club - www.pennostags.com or 0418 677 511 (Ross Ruhan). All ages. 

Beecroft Cherrybrook Junior Rugby Union Club - www.beecroftjuniors.com.au or 0439 904 457 

Cherrybrook Table Tennis Club - 0412 520 854 - Enjoy social and competition table tennis. 

Sydney Zodiacs Youth Dragon Boat Club – for ages 12—23 years – based at Bank Street Pyrmont. 
www.dbnsw.org.au or sydneyzodiacs@yahoo.com.au or 0410 655 764 

Epping RSL Golden Kangaroos Marching Band - www.goldenkangaroos.org.au or 9868 3289 (Annette) 
Beginners, concert, stage and marching bands. Adults and children (all levels of experience) welcome. 

2nd/3rd Pennant Hills Scout Group - 0408 121 690 (Greg Smithson) - Tuesdays (7-11) and Wednesdays (10-15). 

Pennant Hills Girl Guides - 0438 284 592 (Fiona) - Meets Mondays (10-14 year olds) and Wednesdays (7-10 year olds). 

St Agatha’s Youth Group - for students from Years 7 to 9 - http://www.stagatha.org.au or 0409 847 208 (Laura) 

West Pennant Hills Netball:  Ashley - 0421 558 009. www.westpennanthills.netball.asn.au/ 
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DISCLAIMER 
Advertisements in this newsletter are included as a community service or a source of revenue to offset newsletter 
production costs. They should not  in any way be seen as an endorsement or recommendation by the school. 

COMMUNITY NOTICES AND CONTACTS 

HELPERS NEEDED 
Foster families needed - Department of Family and Community Services - 8303 7644 
Carers can be singles, couples, with or without children, and from any cultural background. 

Volunteer with Easy Care Gardening - www.easycaregardening.org.au or 9983 1644 (Hornsby/Ku-ring-gai) 

Bilingual Volunteers Needed - City of Sydney Meals on Wheels - For more information, phone 8512 4230. 

HELP WITH ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND NUMERACY 
Free adult literacy and numeracy classes - Meadowbank TAFE - 9942 3572 
Reading, writing, speaking - group classes or 1:1 tutoring. Tutors also needed. 

Free English courses for adult migrants - www.ames.edu.au - Classes at Hornsby, Chatswood and Eastwood. 

COMMUNITY SERVICES AND SUPPORT 
Jack’s Youth Café at Hornsby - 5 Jersey Street Hornsby (a short walk from the station)  
After school activities for students in a safe environment, run by Fusion Sydney North. 
Bringing young people, their families and communities together with hope. 
Tuesdays-Fridays 3.00pm-6.00pm. Phone 9477 1110. 

Ability Options - a FREE service helping people with a disability into the job that’s right for them 
For more information contact Caroline Krix on 8811 1717 or email caroline.krix@abilityoptions.org.au 

Foster Care Association NSW Inc - Providing advocacy, support and information to foster carers. 
www.fcansw.org.au or phone 4987 1847 

Healthy Kids FREE Parent e-zine - important nutrition information and great recipes 
To sign up, visit: www.healthy-kids.com.au 

Enrol to Vote - If you are an Australian citizen who is 18 years of age or older, you must vote at all elections. 
Check if you’re enrolled at www.votensw.info, enrol to vote at www.aec.gov.au or phone 1300 135 736 

UnitingCare Northmead - 8839 5107 - Workshops and counselling for parents. Phone for more information. 

Interrelate family centres - 8882 7850 - Phone for details of current workshops and courses for parents.  

TOUGHLOVE - 1300 856 830 - Parents helping parents to deal with problems of unacceptable adolescent behaviour. 

Parenting Education for Mums, Dad and Carers - www.nsccahs.health.nsw.gov.au/caparenting.htm 
Information and education provided by NSW Health - Northern Sydney Central Coast. 

Centacare Broken Bay - 9488 2523 - Advice and support for parents. 

Depression Support Group - 1300 794 991 
Hornsby RSL - first Sunday of each month. Run by Association of Relative and Friends of the Mentally Ill. 

Parent Line - www.parentline.org.au or 1300 1300 52 - Free professional service 24 hours every day. 

Kids Helpline - 1800 55 1800 - Free confidential service 24 hours every day. 

Mission Australia - CAFS@missionaustralia.com.au or 9482 1366 - Free counselling and support service. 

Single With Children - www.singlewithchildren.com.au or 1300 300 496 
Non-profit social group providing exciting activities for single parents and their children. 

Sydney Single Parents - www.SydneySingleParents.org.au or 9634 7502 (Hills) or 9411 1858 (Northside) 

Hills Family Centre - 8805 7288 - Workshops and courses for parents and families. 

Wesley Mission Family/Youth Services - www.wesleymission.org.au/centres/wesleydalmar/ or 8805 7288  

Community Life Church Cherrybrook Life Centre - 9651 3534 - Counselling and parenting courses available. 

Newcomers Club -  www.sydneynewcomers.com.au - Social club for women, offering support and friendship. 

CUSTOM-FITTED SPORTS MOUTHGUARDS (Dr Nimesh Patel BDS MPH - 9 Hillcrest Road Pennant Hills) 
Custom-made mouthguards only $250. On-the-spot Health Fund refunds. 
www.timelesssmiles.com.au or phone 9484 7737 

NSW Health Free Dental Clinic for 12-25 year olds - 9687 2544 - High Street Youth Health Service, Harris Park. 

Rotary Club of Thornleigh Farm Markets 
Third Sunday of every month - 8.00am-12.00noon - car park (corner Phyllis St and Central Ave, Thornleigh) 

Christ Evangelical Centre of Australia Chinese Language School - 0410 613 814 (Jenny) 

Cybersmart website - www.cybersmart.gov.au - Part of the Australian Government’s cybersafety program. 

The Australian Childhood Vision Impairment Register - www.vifamilynetwork.org.au 
Sponsored by the Royal Institute of Deaf and Blind Children, the Register collects data on Australian children with vision 
impairment. This data is used to improve services for children and to research eye disease and disorders of vision. 
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Pennant Hills High School 
 

Contact: Fiona Ackerman    Phone: 94735000    
Email: fiona.ackerman@det.nsw.edu.au 
 

Name: …………………………………………………………………………...………..  Phone: ……………………...……..  Mobile: …………………………………………... 

Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…………………..  State: …………...  Postcode: ………………... 
 
I would like to order____ x  Sydney Entertainment™ Book(s) @ $65 each (including GST)     $_______ 

I would like to order____ x  Sydney Greater West Entertainment™ Book(s) @ $65 each (including GST)   $_______ 

I would like to order____ x  Sydney North Entertainment™ Book(s) @ $65 each (including GST)    $_______ 
 

 I will collect the Book OR  I have included $9 per book for postage and handling       POSTAGE ENCLOSED   $_______ 

 TOTAL ENCLOSED   $_______ 
 

ORDER NOW SECURELY ONLINE: https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/2145t64 or complete: 
 

Payment type:   CASH            VISA            MASTERCARD    
 

Credit Card number: __ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __     Expiry date: ___ ___ /___ ___ CVV*: ______  
*CVV is the last 3 digits on back of your credit card) 

Cardholder’s name:_______________________________________ Signature:________________________________________ 
 

Thank you for supporting Pennant Hills High School. $13.00 from each book sold contributes to our fundraising.  

 


