
The HSC Class of 2023

Tips to make your HSC year successful



Both the Year 11 and Year 12 pattern of study 
must include:

• 2 units of compulsory English

• at least 6 units of Board Developed Courses

• at least 3 courses of 2 units value or greater

• at least 4 subjects (including English)

• A maximum of 6 units of Science may be included in the 
Year 11 pattern of study

• A maximum of 7 units of Science may be included in the 
Year 12 pattern of study



Question:
How is my HSC mark determined, and how does this impact my 

ATAR?
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How is the HSC
assessment mark determined?

School based assessment:

• Number of tasks capped
− 3 tasks in Year 11
− 4 tasks in Year 12
− task types suited to the course
− one formal written 

examination style task option

Accounts for half of the 
final HSC mark.



Moderation of assessment marks

• All raw HSC assessment marks submitted by schools are 
moderated by NESA in a process called Moderation

• Moderation adjusts the raw assessments submitted by 
schools so that the mean (average) of the group’s 
assessments is set to equal the mean of the HSC exam 
marks obtained by the group

• The top assessment mark is

set to equal the top exam mark

• The rank order as submitted by

the school of students remains

unchanged in their group



Example Results for 2 unit Yodelling
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FAQ’s



• The underlying principle is that you should neither be 
advantaged nor disadvantaged by choosing one course 
over another.

• The scaling process is designed to encourage you to 
study courses you enjoy, are good at, and that best 
prepare you for future study – just about any 
combination of courses can lead to a good ATAR – but 
make sure you understand eligibility rules.



General aspects of the ATAR

• The ATAR assists universities in RANKING (top to 
bottom) applicants for universities

• The best 10 units (2 of which could be a category B) of 
ATAR-eligible courses are used to determine your ATAR 
based on your performance vs. that of your peers. 2 
units of English will be included

• The ATAR is calculated and released by the Universities 
Admissions Centre (UAC)

• The ATAR is a rank. It is not a mark.

• A student’s ATAR indicates the POSITION of that 
student relative to their Year 7 cohort

• 2021 – ATAR of 80.00 placed in top 20% of their Year 7 
cohort if all the 2016 Year 7 students completed Year 
12

• Schools do not receive ATARs



NESA



How does the scaling work?

• Good rankings are more 
difficult to obtain when 
students are competing 
against students of high 
quality.
So………

• The scaling model adjusts 
HSC Marks to compensate for 
the “strength of the 
competition” by comparing 
the overall performance of 
each individual subject’s 
cohort against each other to 
determine how they compare 
in relation to each other...



The most common question:

Why is my ATAR low compared 
to my Year 12 marks?



http://www.uac.edu.au

Scaling allows for your marks to be compared against not just those of 
other students in the same courses you studied, but also to the marks of 

other students in other courses…

http://www.uac.edu.au/


http://www.uac.edu.au

Riley Jordan

HSC marks and ATAR have different 
purposes – ATAR is a rank

http://www.uac.edu.au/


Recommended Resources…

• UAC Digital YouTube

• UAC Subject Compass

• The Careers Department

• StudyWorkGrow

• PHHS Careers

• Matrix Education High School Survival Guide

• TAFE NSW

• NESA HSC Subject Advice & HSC Syllabus 
Database



Class of 2023 Pre Year 12 Survey


